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Wednesday, 22nd April 2026 

Peace, Friendship, Endurance 

Message from Mr Rich, Head of School 

We had a very busy end to last half term and this half term looks like to it will be just as busy.  

As we hopefully move into better weather, it will be a pleasure to watch the children outside 

playing together and taking full advantage of our field. Can I please ask parents to consider 

applying sunscreen when the forecast looks good and ensure your child has a fresh water 

bottle with them every day. 

Spring is on its way 

Emily was delighted to find a little frog in her garden as she was helping her mum get her 

garden ready for spring. How brave was she!  



 

 



 

Early Years Open Afternoon - Thursday 21st May 2026 

We love meeting new prospective families to be able to share with them what makes Barlow 

so special. There are spaces available on our next Open Afternoon on Thursday 21st May. 

Please share this with any friends or relatives who may be interested. To book an 

appointment just email office.barlow@wrfed.pmat.academy  

mailto:office.barlow@wrfed.pmat.academy


 

Reception Trip to Lotherton Hall  - Thursday 26th March 

Just before the Easter holidays, we had a fantastic trip to Lotherton Hall with our Reception 

children.  

Together we explored the zoo, learning so many facts about each animal. We were all very 

excited to get up close to the penguins and see them swimming. We even heard some 

making their “parp” like call. We were so good at making their special call that one penguin 

even waddled up to us! We learnt even more about the penguins in our special zoo keeper 

workshop. After lunch we had some exploring time in the wood and were surprised to see 

that Dragons had been to Lotherton Hall and laid some eggs! We had a dragon story time in 

the woods to complete our special day.  

We were incredibly proud of all of the children with their politeness and incredible listening 

skills throughout the day! Where to next? 



 

 

 



 

 

Young Voices 2028 

We would like to inform you of a change to our involvement in the Young Voices concert.   



After reviewing the commitment, increasing costs and organisation required for this event, 

we have decided that we will now attend the Young Voices concert with our Year 5 and Year 

6  children, every other year rather than annually. This decision will allow us to continue 

offering children the exciting opportunity to take part in this fabulous event, while also 

ensuring we can balance staff time, rising costs and other enrichment activities across the 

school year.  

Our next planned Young Voices year will be in 2028 and we will share full details with you 

nearer the time. We want to reassure you that children will still have a range of musical 

opportunities within school each year. 

Class 3 - Magna Trip 

A Day of Discovery at Magna Science Adventure Centre! 

Our pupils traded the classroom for the massive, industrial halls of the Magna Science 

Adventure Centre this week, diving headfirst into the wonders of the natural world. It was a 

hands-on journey through the four elements—Air, Earth, Fire, and Water—housed within 

the awe-inspiring structure of a former steelworks. 

Highlights of the Day  

* The Fire Tornado: A firm favourite! Pupils watched in awe as a giant pillar of flame spiralled 

toward the ceiling, teaching them about the power of heat and convection.  

* The Water Pavilion: Things got a little splashy as we explored the water cycle. From 

operating pumps to standing under the indoor rainfall, everyone enjoyed getting stuck into 

the mechanics of fluids.  

* The Earth Exhibit: Taking on the role of geologists, the children headed underground to dig 

for rocks, uncovering the treasures hidden beneath the earth's surface. 

* The Volcano Workshop: To top off the experience, the group participated in an explosive 

Volcano Workshop. After learning about tectonic plates and pressure, the pupils worked 

together to simulate their own eruptions. It was a fantastic way to see geography and 

chemistry collide in one big, bubbly mess! 

The trip was a brilliant success, leaving our young scientists with plenty of stories and 

perhaps a few damp sleeves. It was wonderful to see their curiosity ignited by such a unique 

environment. 



 

 



 

Class 3 Cross Country Running 

This sporting trip felt cursed with two dates being cancelled at short notice.... but we finally 

got there on 20th March, the same day as our Comic Relief Red Nose Day.  

The highlight to share with you all was when our Class 3 classmates decided (unprompted) 

to join a friend who was struggling, to run the last leg alongside them and supporting their 

friend right up to the finish line! An example for true friendship. 

Well done to those Barlow children who finished in the top 10 ! You made us proud! 

We'd like to thank Brooke and Harvey, two of our School Council members, who distributed 

all of our Red Noses ! 

 



 

 



Bobby's Super Slime 

 

 

Save the date: Year 6 SATS  - 11th to 14th May 2026 

Could all Year 6 parents please note the dates of this year's SATS assessment dates. 

Monday 11 May: English grammar, punctuation and spelling papers 1 and 2 

Tuesday 12 May: Reading paper 

Wednesday 13 May: Mathematics papers 1 and 2 

Thursday 14 May: Mathematics paper 3 

We invite our Year 6 children to join us at school from 8.30am to grab some breakfast with 

us during SATS week. 



 

BPASA World Book Day  - Barlow Bars Thursday 5th March 2026 

What a fabulous turnout we had and we'd like to thank everyone for their support. Our 

bigger Barlow Bars prize winners included: 

Lewis - Class 1 - Kindle 

Zach - Class 2 - Cineworld Ticket 

Tommy - Class 2 - Wonka Breakfast with Mr Rich 

Keira - Class 3 - Extended break for your whole class 

Zach - Class 3 - Hot chocolate for your whole class 

Eleanor - Class 3  - Waterstones Book Voucher  

This  was the perfect end to our wonderful World Book Day. 

We have to thank Vital Technology and Academics Ltd who donated two of our larger 

prizes, and all of the members of the Barlow Parent and Staff Association who gave up 

their time to run the event, wrapping nearly 200 Barlow Bars ! 



 

 



 

BPASA - Mothers Day Breakfast Boxes 

This thoughtful addition to the BPASA calendar of events was a real pleasure for everyone 

involved. We were delighted that two of our School Council, Brookelyn and Jacob joined the 

BPASA team for the afternoon too. They were indispensable. The children loved being able 

to personalise their boxes for their loved ones. We hope everyone had a lovely Mothers Day. 

 



 

 



BPASA - Easter Crafts & Treats 

Bringing our trio of BPASA events to a close we had our Easter Crafts & Treats event whereby 

every child met the Easter Bunny and we're really lucky to all  have received an Easter Egg! 

We'd like to thank all of you for putting so much time and effort into the wonderfully 

creative Easter Bonnets, Easter Eggs and Easter Baking. This was a lovely event that was very 

well supported by the Barlow school community.  

 



 

 

 



Making the most of our school 

The schools' Sports Leaders have spent every lunchtime for weeks helping Mrs Grant to 

empty the PE Shed so we could sort and refresh our sports equipment! Thank you Rhys, 

Henry, Heidi, Charlie and Jacob. It was quite an experience and was not for the faint hearted. 

Helping us to get right to the back of the shed, Zoe & George Hefford and Leanne Cooper 

gave us hours of their time on the hottest day of the year, supported by Ava and Sienna too.  

The children are very proud of their work and so they should be. The PE Shed is now a thing 

of beauty.   

During our clear out we found a box of Children in Need collectables. Zoe & George Hefford 

very kindly found customers for the money boxes, and the monies raised have been used to 

buy new play equipment including skipping ropes, tennis balls and small world items such as 

cars etc.    

Together our groundforce team (Mrs Grant, Zoe, George, Leanne, Norma, Zach, Ava & 

Sienna) have worked really hard over the last half term to make improvements to our 

outdoor spaces, committing time outside of normal school hours to make a difference. 

Over 2 days the team have:- 

• laid the foundations, constructed and painted a new BPASA Shed (thank you Zach 

Hefford too) 

• painted the Peace Palace 

• jet washed the EYFS playground 

• filled an entire skip  

Everyone involved went above and beyond to make sure our school shines. We are truly 

grateful for their willingness to get involved and support the school in everything we want 

to do. 



 

 

Goodbye & good luck 

We hope you received the email which shared that at the end of the school year, we will say 

goodbye and good luck to Natalie Nunn as she relocates to Manchester with her partner, 

Harry. Natalie has been with us for four years, starting in Class 1 before moving into her 

current role in Class 2 and becoming the Federation’s Maths Lead. 

We will start the recruitment process this week and will keep you informed of the progress 

that we make with this appointment, ready for our start back to school on Tuesday 

8th September 2026. 

We know families will want to join us in wishing her all the very best for her move across the 

Pennines! 



 

Online Safety 

We will be sharing very short videos aimed at parents/carers around a variety of topics 

relating to online safety. 

The below video has the theme Online Gaming. This video provides a quick (no more than 2 

minutes long) overview on how to keep your child safe whilst gaming online, outlining 

communication risks, in game spending, age ratings and reporting tools. 

Online Gaming Briefing 

We hope you find this new feature useful! Please let us know. 

Save the date: Barlow Sports Day  - Tuesday 19th May 2026 

We know how important Sports Day is for our families so we want you to save the 19th May 

for the Barlow Sports afternoon (subject to weather conditions). More details will come 

home soon. 

Instagram News 

You can follow us on Instagram here or by using the below QR code. 

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Online-Gaming.mp4
https://www.instagram.com/barlowcofeprimary?igsh=MXBiNWtoY2R0bmZ1ZQ==


 

Attendance Matters 

Our whole school attendance this year is currently 95.63%. 

 



Enrichment & Community Events 

 

 



 

 

Key Dates (so far....) 

2026 

       23rd April – Federation Bean Bag Rounders at Hensall  - Year 1  

       23rd April – Children in War World War II Workshops  - All classes 

       27th - 28th April  – Federation Year 4 Overnight Residential Trip  

       27th - 28th April  – Barlow Year 5 Bikeability Course 

       1st May – Federation Football Tournament  at Drax Read School  - Year 5 & 6 Squad 



       4th May – Bank holiday 

       6th May – Class 3 Pottery Workshops 

       7th May – Barlow Class 1 trip to the Skylark Centre, Drax 

       8th May – Federation Tag Rugby Festival at Selby Rugby Club  - Year 5 & 6 Squad 

       11th May – Barlow Year 6 SATS week 

       19th May – Barlow School Sports Day 

       21st May – Barlow Early Years Open Afternoon 

       22nd - 23rd June  – Barlow Year 6 Bikeability Course 

       6th July – Brayton Academy Transition Week for Year 6 

       8th September – New school year starts 

       28th - 30th September  – Federation Year 6 Residential Trip  

Contact us 

      Contact us: office.barlow@wrfed.pmat.academy 

    Website: www.barlowschool.org.uk 

    Phone: 01757 618319 

https://www.barlowschool.org.uk/
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